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PARTIES

1. Plaintiff VDARE Foundation, Inc. (“VDARE”) is a non-profit foundation
recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational organization organized and existing under
the laws of the State of New York, but with a principal place of business in Berkeley
Springs, West Virginia.
2, VDARE was founded to support the efforts of VDARE.com, a non-profit web
magazine. VDARE is a charity registered in the State of New York. VDARE is literally
a mom-and-pop operation, run by Peter and Lydia Brimelow, husband and wife, with
limited staff and resources.
3. Defendant Letitia James has been the Attorney General of the State of New York
since she was sworn into office on January 1, 2019. Her office is located in Albany, New
York. She is sued here in her official capacity. She was Attorney General at all times
relevant to this Complaint and has final policymaking authority with respect to her office
and is responsible for the hiring, screening, training, retention, supervision, discipline,
counseling and control of the attorneys under her command. Her name appears as the
Attorney General on all the subpoenas at issue in this matter.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
4. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331, the Court has subject matter jurisdiction because
this action involves claims based on the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the United
States Constitution, and because this action seeks to prevent state officials from
interfering with federal rights. Further, subject matter jurisdiction is conferred on this
Court by 28 U.S.C. § 1343(a)(3) because this action is brought to redress deprivations

under color of state law of rights, privileges, and immunities secured by the United States



Constitution. This Court has supplemental jurisdiction over state law claims asserted in
this action under 28 U.S.C. § 1367. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. §
1391(b) as the Attorney General has a principal office within it.

o There is a present and actual controversy between the parties.

6. The relief requested is authorized pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1343(a)(4) (recovery of
damages or equitable relief or any other such relief for the protection of civil rights), 28
U.S.C. § 2201 and 2202 (declaratory and other appropriate relief), 42 U.S.C. § 1983
(deprivation of rights, privileges, and immunities secured by the Constitution), and 42

U.S.C. § 1988 (awards of attorneys’ fees and costs).

The Attorney General’s Violation of VDARE’s First Amendment Rights

7. VDARE'’s founder, Peter Brimelow, is a well-known magazine editor, political
commentator, columnist and author whose career spans five decades. He has served as an
editor and writer at the Wall Street Journal, Financial Post, Macleans, Barron’s, Fortune,
Forbes, National Review, and MarketWatch. He is a recipient of the Gerald Loeb Award
for Distinguished Business and Financial Journalism, was a media fellow at the Hoover
Institution, and has been described as “a star of the conservative movement in the 2000s.”
He is the author of four well-regarded books, including Alien Nation: Common Sense
About America's Immigration Disaster (1995), a national bestseller in the United States.
He also wrote The Patriot Game: National Dreams and Political Realities (1986), a book
on Canadian politics that is credited with spurring the creation of the Reform Party of
Canada in 1987; as well as The Wall Street Gurus: How You Can Profit from Investment
Newsletters; and The Worm in the Apple: How the Teacher Unions Are Destroying

American Education.



8. Brimelow with an editorial collective of several other journalists started
VDARE.com to publish articles critical of the immigration policy of the United States.
Throughout its existence, VDARE has published pieces that criticize current United States
immigration policy for various reasons and from a variety of angles and perspectives.
VDARE’s editorial position in favor of limiting immigration is not based on any sort of
aversion to immigrants. Brimelow is himself an immigrant and a naturalized United States
citizen. Many of VDARE’s editors and contributors, current and former, are immigrants
or foreign nationals. Stories originally published in VDARE have been positively cited by
the New York Times, the Harvard Journal on Law and Public Policy, and many other
publications.

9. VDARE is not without detractors. VDARE has repeatedly been tarred with
pejoratives such as “white nationalist,” and “racist. VDARE rejects these labels. Whatever
the views of VDARE’s detractors, its speech is non-violent and lawful and protected by
the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.

10.  Use of pejoratives to describe VDARE has led to significant reputational and
professional harm for those associated with it. On occasions when associations with
VDARE have been disclosed or become public, people have lost employment, and
contractors essential to VDARE’s existence have opted to stop providing services. Venues
which have agreed to host VDARE’s conferences have faced pressure campaigns and
threats. Such venues have sometimes cancelled contracts with VDARE.

1kl To protect its rights of speech and association, VDARE is vigilant about
maintaining the privacy of those associated with it and does not disclose their identities

unless required by law.






